Summary: A case is presented for the durability of anatomy including dissection of the cadaver and of morbid anatomy as elements in medical education and practice. It is these subjects, as consistently relevant over the centuries for medical practice as are communication skills, that are our hallmark as doctors. It is submitted that we should take stock very carefully of their relevance to us before it is too late easily to redress the balance, given the major trends of the last two decades.
These days molecular biology needs no special advocacy as a subject in medical education. It is anatomy that is under seige. The word 'doctor' means 'teacher' -someone who has knowledge and understanding to transmit. It may have become immutably attached to medical practitioners during the Renaissance when, despite fierce resistance from the church, man first began systematically to dissect the cadaver in his relentless exploration of the mysteries of the body. Even By this time members of the public, such are the standards they expect us to have achieved, will often willingly and unselfconsciously and usually without ulterior motive make their bodies freely available for examination -for the doctor's inspection, palpation, probing, in a way which they may never or very rarely otherwise do. It is his knowledge of anatomy and familiarity with the body and with handling it and the patient's perception that this is so that gives him this authority over and above any that derives from his knowledge of body chemistry. His active dissection of the body will have contributed to those practical skills (he has to be a doer) which he may now require if he is to remain registered, whatever his chosen specialty. These practical skills might properly include, for instance, those necessary for cardiopulmonary resuscitation, reducing a dislocated shoulder, doing an emergency tracheostomy, assisting in a delivery, stemming a post partum haemorrhage, managing a grand mal seizure -whatever may be required of him in the way of dealing with such relatively common emergencies, all of which involve gross living anatomy.
A study of function can assist us in learning our anatomy but equally a knowledge of anatomy can betray its function and so it can lead us to secure an understanding of that. The piston ring of a cylinder in a car engine subserves a function which it was designed to do but it is easy enough to guess its function when you study its structure.
There would seem to me to be many factors coming together now to produce an overswing of the pendulum in this area. Anatomy 
